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Place of birth: Meran, Italy
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married
University studies: Meteorology and Geography, University of Innsbruck, 1973 - 1984
Doctoral thesis: Verdunstung von Schnee und Eis (1984)
Habilitation thesis: Gletscher in den Tropen (1996)

Scientific interests

Glacier climate interaction on different temporal and spatial scales from global and centennial to
microclimate processes at the ice atmosphere interface; glacier hydrology from water availability and
water demand perspectives. Glaciers as indicators of climate and climate change and as contributors to
sea level rise and regional hydrology.

Scientific field experience
Alps, Rwenzori and Kilimanjaro (East Africa), Cordillera Blanca (Peru), Cordillera Real (Bolivia), Himachal
Pradesh and Langtang (Himalaya); Greenland

Since 2010 Full professor for Climate and Cryospheric Research at the Institute for Meteorology and
Geophysics, University of Innsbruck; spokesperson of the University Centre of Climate
and Cryosphere. Member of the University Senate.

2013 Wissenschaftspreis fiir aulRergewothnliche Forschungsleistung der Stiftung Stdtiroler
Sparkasse

2011 -2014  Austrian Science Fund (FWF): member of board.

2010- 2013 IPCC 5th Assessment Report: Lead Author WG1, Chapter 4.

2007 - 2008  IPCC Technical Paper on Water and Climate Change: Lead Author.

2009 - 2011  President of the IUGG International Association of Cryospheric Sciences (IACS).

2005 - 2009  President of the IUGG Commission for the Cryospheric Sciences (ICSI).

2004 - 2007 IPCC 4th Assessment Report: Lead Author WG1, Chapter 4.

1997 - 2010  Associate professor at the Institute of Geography, University of Innsbruck.

1985 - 1997  Assistant professor at the Institute of Geography, University of Innsbruck.

1984 - 1985  Assistant professor at the Institute of Meteorology and Geophysics, University of
Innsbruck.

1984 2 months fellowship of the Schweizerische Naturforschende Gesellschaft at the Swiss
Federal Institute of Technology in Zurich; Senior staff member of the Juneau Icefield
Research Project in Alaska.

1973 -1982  Student Assistant in the research project "Kombinierte Studien von Eis-, Wasser- und
Warmehaushalt vergletscherter Einzugsgebiete" in the Rofen Valley (Oetztal) as part of



the "International Hydrologjcal Decade (IHD)", the "International Hydrological Project
(IHP)" and of "Hydrologie Osterreich 7".
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